




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Pres. Bartlett: Any economic advancement involves 
what Schumpeter called 'creative destruction' 
C.J. Cregg (Press Secretary): ...Not a good 
answer, ...'Cause that word “destruction” will really 
mollify our critics.... 
Pres. Bartlett: Global economic forces are 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































3.2  Introduction to the practice #2 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 Date	 Project	 Team	 Duration	
1	 30.06.14	 Small	Talk	(Fluxus)	 Solo	 15.00	–	22.00	(7hrs)	
2	 04.10.14	 Small	Talk	(Emergency)	 Solo	 10.00	–	17.00	(7hrs)	
3	 03.04.15	–	04.04.15	 Small	Talk	24	 6	Operators	 12.00	–	12.00	(24hrs)	






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix 1: Artworks in a Lineage 
A.1.2 Real-time video artworks 






































































































































































































































































































A.1.3 A Telephone Artwork 
I	include	here	a	description	of	Kaleider’s	You	With	Me,	as	an	extant	project	
which	helped	me	process	some	of	the	key	concepts	in	my	own	practice.	




















































































































































Appendix 2:  
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A FEW KIND WORDS
Main Coue
SOME LIGHT SECRETS TO SHARE,
ALONG WITH BAGELS
AND A CHOICE OF TOPPINGS
(PLEASE HELP YOURSELVES)
PLEASE SEE THE QUESTIONS MENU FOR DETAILSBeverages & Des_sert
TEA




Are you a morning person or a night person?
What is the one movie you don't mind watching over and over? 
What tune can’t you get out of your head once it’s in there?
What's the worst thing someone could call you?
How honest would you say you are?
Who was the last person to make you truly angry?
If something is forbidden, do you want it less or more?
Do you ﬁnd it easier to do things for other people than to do things for yourself?
Do you embrace rules or ﬂout rules?
What would constitute a “perfect” day for you?
Do you feel your childhood was happier than most other people’s? 
Who would you say you can trust the most?
Would you like to be famous?
Before making a telephone call, do you ever rehearse what you are going to say? 
If so, why?
Do you have a secret hunch about how you will die?
What’s the most embarrassing thing that’s happened to you that you’re prepared 
to share with me?
What would you tell your teenage self?
If you knew that in one year you would die suddenly, would you change anything 
about the way you are now living? 
Tell your partner something that you like about them already.
Do you think things are getting better, or are they getting worse?
When did you last cry in front of another person? 
What, if anything, is too serious to be joked about?
How can we change the world?
CONVERSATION PIECE
A Short Performance Text
[ entre ] 
I’ll start 
Thanks for coming  
Thank you both for coming, being here,   
right now, together.   
(Wherever here is)  
Shortly, I’ll stop talking and you’ll be left to say “hello”,   
perhaps to introduce yourselves and make small talk across the table. 
Like you’ve just met.   
Which, I guess, you just have.  
You’ll see a menu on the table.  
It’s a guide, a sketch of how this might go. 
To help you navigate I’ve recorded a signal.   
A sound to indicate when it’s time to move on to the next thing. 
Like those storybooks you might have read as a child.  
When you hear this sound 
[ ding ding ]  
it’s a signal to move on to the next course. 
These words are recorded onto tape, they are magnets pointing due north.  
An old-school GPS.  
These words are coming out of a speaker, they are vibrating the air.  
In this room is a microphone, which is capturing that movement and turning them back into electricity. 
Sending them,     through technology,    somewhere. 
      To someone else. 
That somewhere could be the room next door, or just down the hall.  
Somewhere in the next county or the next country.   
Maybe riding on wings of copper or fibre to the other side of the world. 
You are connected to each other through electricity.  
When you face each other and look, do you really see each other? 
Can you feel your eyes meet?  
If they do, where?   
Are you conscious of looking for a camera, or at a camera?  
Does this make you feel more, or less, watched?  
Does it make you feel watched at all?  
I’ll not wait for an answer.  
	I’m going to ask you to close your eyes. Just for a moment.  
Please close your eyes now.  
With your eyes closed I wonder what you see?  
The electricity still flows, your picture is still on the screen.  
You are floating, unseen, somewhere far away but somehow nearly here.  
 
Tendrils of perception  
    reaching out through space  
        travelling down wires  
    shifting and shimmering in time.  
 
And so here we are, wherever here is.  
You could open your eyes again now.  
 
While you’re hear. I can’t feel your breath.  
I can’t touch your hand.  
I can’t taste your air.  
I could murder a sandwich.  
 










SMALL TALK TRACE 
The  following  pages  contain  transcripts  
of  SMS  conversations  selected  from  the  
Small  Talk  project  
SMALL TALK 24 
TRANSCRIPT #443 
Hey, i found this card in a phone box today, and was wondering who 
would choose to do that, and why? 
Apr 03 9:17pm 
Hey, nice to hear from you. Why not? 
Apr 03 9:18pm 
Haha fair enough, just wondering what your aim is thats all. Or is it just 
for the lonely? lol. 
Apr 03 9:20pm 
I can’t say I feel too lonely right now. What do you do when you feel 
lonely? 
Apr 03 9:21pm 
Cry Haha, no just try to keep my mind occupied with reading ect. 
Apr 03 9:23pm 
That sounds like a good way to keep occupied, what kind of thing do you 
like reading? I’ve just finished East of Eden. 
Apr 03 9:24pm 
Well i only read non fiction, so anything on the wilderness/survival. Ivjust 
finished the origin of species. Charles darwin. 
Apr 03 9:27pm 
I’ve also just finished a curry. How come you don’t read fiction? 
Apr 03 9:28pm 
Haha, i love to make curry, and i dont know, iv just never read a made up 
story i like or can relate to, i suppose i just like TRUTH! Haha, my name is 
XXXX, what’s your’s. 
Apr 03 9:32pm 
Thats interesting, I don’t think you should write off fiction just yet, 
sometimes you can find a lot of truth there. Hi XXXX! 
Apr 03 9:37pm 
What would you like to call me? 
Apr 03 9:38pm 
Haha id like your real name. So i can try picture who im talking to. Lol. 
Apr 03 9:39pm 
I’m afraid I can’t give you my name. You can picture whoever you like! 
Apr 03 9:41pm 
Aw go on, Haha this is the first time iv done anything like this, its a bit 
confusing:) 
Apr 03 9:45pm 
This is an experiment created for strangers. Don’t be confused, we could 
start with a question. 
Apr 03 9:50pm 
Do you embrace rules or flout rules? 
Apr 03 9:51pm 
Embrace them, 100 percent. 
Apr 03 9:55pm 
Shall we set some rules? What rules do you like to live by? 
Apr 03 9:56pm 
Depends. 
Apr 03 9:57pm 
Depends on what? 
Apr 03 9:58pm 
What rule’s i need to apply to. 
Apr 03 10:02pm 
How did you end up in a phone box today? 
Apr 03 10:04pm 
I have only text message’s on my phone, so i had to use the phone box to 
contact a friend. 
Apr 03 10:06pm 
Resourceful. Did you need to talk about something important or just for 
a chat? 
Apr 03 10:07pm 
Just to say id be late home from work. 
Apr 03 10:09pm 
Ah I see! Did you have a good day at work? 
Apr 03 10:09pm 
What do you do for a living? 
Apr 03 10:11pm 
Not really i only started last week, i had a good day up untill the point i 
didnt get paid. And i have to wait till tuesday for it, and i have no money 
and a daughter. So you can imagine her reaction as well Haha. 
Apr 03 10:12pm 
Im giving a whole lot of info out to you without knowing who you are, 
and to be honest! It feels a bit weird. :-> 
Apr 03 10:13pm 
That sounds like a nightmare! Sorry you’ve had a rubbish day. 
Apr 03 10:13pm 
Unless thats what your experiment is? To see how much info people will 
actually give out? 
Apr 03 10:14pm 
Kind of, but its more to do w 
Apr 03 10:16pm 
Sorry! typo! 
Apr 03 10:16pm 
Kind of, it’s more to do with what kind of human connection two 
strangers can make only through text. 
Apr 03 10:17pm 
Don’t worry, I’ve never done this before either. 
Apr 03 10:17pm 
So are you female or male? And im quite spiritual as a person, id find it 
hard to make a connection only via text, without seeing or at least 
knowing the name of the person. 
Apr 03 10:23pm 
Well do you think you can tell from my messages if I’m male or female? 
Apr 03 10:25pm 
Hmmm. . . . Id say the way you told me you’ve just finished a curry would 
suggest your male? 
Apr 03 10:27pm 
Good deduction skills! 
Apr 03 10:31pm 
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? 
Apr 03 10:36pm 
The amazon. To experience the jungle. 
Apr 03 10:42pm 
That sounds brilliant. I would too. I’d also really like to go to Brazil. 
Apr 03 10:46pm 
Cool, i suppose thats a start. Having something in common. Haha yeah 
im quite the bear grylls kind of guy, without the money :-x 
Apr 03 10:51pm 
Do you live in the WOODS? 
Apr 03 10:53pm 
Haha no, but i wish i did at time’s. Im a lot happier there. Its peaceful. 
Apr 03 10:55pm 
Did you climb a lot of trees as a kid? I did. I liked walking our dog in the 
woods. 
Apr 03 10:58pm 
Yes hundred’s. And between me and you i still do, there’s nothing better 
to me than climbing the highest tree i can find, with my pocket book and 
a cig, and read away Haha. It help’s as behind my property is what 
remains of a forest. That use to cover this whole estate. I wake up to 
dear some morning’s too. Its great. 
Apr 03 11:03pm 
<REPEATS> 
Apr 03 11:04pm 
Hah! That sounds great. If you had a free day, is that what you’d do? 
There are a few trees near me, never thought about climbing them 
though, I might now though. The biggest animals I get are squirrels 
though. You sound sane, don’t worry. Haha. 
Apr 03 11:08pm 
You should its great, the world’s your oyster, what ever that mean’s lol. 
Apr 03 11:12pm 
That’s my task for next week, climb a tree! 
Apr 03 11:15pm 
Are you a morning person or a night person? 
Apr 03 11:15pm 
Both really, im up at seven everyday, to get my daughter to school then I 
start work, but i love the night to, iv built a kind of hut in my back garden, 
with a brick fire oven in front of it i also built, so every saturday ill light 
the fire with my daughter and we cook salmon, and jacket spud’s. Then 
wait for the stars. Its a lot better than saturday’s tv. Haha 
Apr 03 11:20pm 
That sounds good. Saturday TV is crap isn’t it? You built a brick fire oven 
too? Thats pretty bloody brilliant, not many people build things these 
days. Sounds like a great Saturday, and it sounds like you’re setting a 
great example for your daughter too. 
Apr 03 11:27pm 
Thank’s:) she love’s it. She’s still a girly girl though lol. Got her growing 
plants too. 
Apr 03 11:36pm 
She sounds brilliant, how old is she? 
Apr 03 11:37pm 
5. Going on 10 Haha 
Apr 03 11:39pm 
I can’t believe she’s only five! She sounded older by what you were 
saying. 
Apr 03 11:43pm 
Nope she was walking at 10 month, it was very strange to watch, out of 
nappies at 1 and a half. She use to watch her mum go then walked the 
toilet ever since, knowing her mum doesn’t wear one. Crazy baby lol 
Apr 03 11:47pm 
Hah! I don’t have kids, but I always find it mental when I see how fast my 
friends’ kids grow! 
Apr 03 11:54pm 
They do grow fast, make’s me realize how old im gettin. Still don’t 
understand why you cant tell me your name? 
Apr 03 11:57pm 
It’s one of the rules of the project. We agreed we wouldn’t give out our 
names or location. 
Apr 04 12:02am 
Sorry! 
Apr 04 12:02am 
Location is understandable. But first name’s ok surly. So what do you’s 
get from doing this? 
Apr 04 12:08am 
It’s hard to say. It’s an experiment! Into how we can connect with one 
another without any human interaction. 
Apr 04 12:18am 
And there’s some curry! 
Apr 04 12:18am 
How’s your evening going? 
Apr 04 12:19am 
Yes but we couldn’t naturally, only through technoligy. So not very 
human lol. 
Apr 04 12:20am 
Not good Haha, she’s ignoring me till i get paid. Typical woman Haha. 
And my daughters sat watching a film with me, she wont sleep Haha. 
Apr 04 12:22am 
Ah well it’s the holidays! 
Apr 04 12:25am 
What film are you watching? 
Apr 04 12:25am 
Well i didnt get much choice. The wizard of oz. Disney version. 
Apr 04 12:27am 
Not sure I’ve seen that... 
Apr 04 12:29am 
Is it an animated version? 
Apr 04 12:29am 
Have you ever seen ’Return To Oz’?? 
Apr 04 12:29am 
It is bonkers! 
Apr 04 12:29am 
Thats the one its disney Haha and yes it is bonker’s. Especially the 
chicken. 
Apr 04 12:31am 
Belinda! 
Apr 04 12:31am 
And the dreaded wheelers... 
Apr 04 12:31am 
Haunted me for years! 
Apr 04 12:32am 
Haha i didnt get to see this one when i was young, just the other, but yes 
for a child its quite scary. 
Apr 04 12:34am 
Is she enjoying it? 
Apr 04 12:37am 
Yeah she’s been watching it for about a year now. 5 time’s a day lol. So 
give me a good book title thats fiction then. 
Apr 04 12:45am 
I think you might enjoy Touching The Void 
Apr 04 12:55am 
Have you read it? 
Apr 04 12:55am 
It’s not technically fiction! 
Apr 04 12:55am 
No but ill look out for it, whats it about? 
Apr 04 12:57am 
Ermmm... 
Apr 04 1:00am 
It’s about a guy who has an accident and gets stuck up a mountain 
Apr 04 1:02am 
I’m not selling it very well 
Apr 04 1:02am 
It’s been a while since I read it but it’s interesting and of the ’outdoorsy’ 
category! 
Apr 04 1:04am 
hence the recommendation! 
Apr 04 1:05am 
One to read on one of your tree climbs... 
Apr 04 1:07am 
Sound’s interesting. Ill defo look out for that one. 
Apr 04 1:19am 
Do you have any other Easter plans then? 
Apr 04 1:41am 
No but my daughters going to guliver’s world with her grandad and 
cousins. 
You? 
Apr 04 1:48am 
That sounds FUN! 
Apr 04 1:49am 
Well, I’m here making small talk in this room until 6am! 
Apr 04 1:50am 
So I guess catching up on sleep tomorrow. 
Apr 04 1:50am 
Really six am wow! Haha. Any job’s lol 
Apr 04 1:50am 
Not suprised. 
Apr 04 1:52am 
What would be your dream job? 
Apr 04 2:03am 
Well i sing for a hobby, but id much rather do what grylls and irwan do. 
Thats much cooler. 
Apr 04 2:07am 
Or irwin did should i say! 
Apr 04 2:08am 
Oh cool... Do you sing in public? 
Apr 04 2:31am 
Be careful what you wish for. Doesn’t Bear Grylls do a lot of drinking his 
own wee? 
Apr 04 2:32am 
That can’t be pleasant! 
Apr 04 2:33am 
Haha yeah but he’s demonstrated that for every one already so ill leave 
that part to their imagination. And yes but not at the minute. I use to gig 
all over but iv lost touch with the landlord. Who was getting me the gig’s. 
But im sorting something out soon. 
Apr 04 2:35am 
What sort of things do you sing? 
Apr 04 2:47am 
Anything from snow patrol, kings of lion, i even throw a bit of Elvis in 
from time to time Haha 
Apr 04 2:58am 
An eclectic mix! I am a sucker for a bit of Elvis. 
Apr 04 3:08am 
I’m ashamed to tell you that steps has just come on shuffle 
Apr 04 3:09am 
5,6,7,8 
Apr 04 3:09am 
Haha step’s. 
Apr 04 3:10am 
So only 3 hours to go. 
Apr 04 3:11am 
I thought I remembered all of the moves but I’m sad to say that I’m a bit 
rusty! 
Apr 04 3:11am 
Not long now. 
Apr 04 3:12am 
Got any ideas how I can pass the time? 
Apr 04 3:12am 
Take it you dont have a book? Have you ever sang? Or played an 
instrument? 
Try writing a song. 
Apr 04 3:16am 
 
 
I have a ukulele and a keyboard! And my friend recently bought me a 
’thumb piano’ which is a weird instrument. Okay, I’ll get to work on a 
song! 
Apr 04 3:57am 
 
I do like to sing but not really publicly, unless I’ve had a few! 
Apr 04 3:59am 
 
Have you written any songs? 
SMALL TALK FORENSIC 
TRANSCRIPT #908 
Hello. How are you? 
Apr 18 1:45pm 
Hello! I’m pretty well thank you. How are you? 
Apr 18 1:46pm 
I’m having a really great day thank you. The sun is shining and I’m with an old 
friend and I’m having time off from my kids and doing ART instead. What are you 
doing? 
Apr 18 1:48pm 
Always nice to be doing art in the sun. How long have you known your friend? 
I’m currently doing ART in a room looking at the sun, while also trying to combat a 
light hangover with posh(ish) apple juice. 
Apr 18 1:52pm 
22 years!! We made friends through music and I now take him to lots of odd 
performance things. What are are you DOING? And what gave you the hangover? I 
haven’t had a hangover for years, which is nice but also a sad sign of being boring. 
Apr 18 1:55pm 
I’m doing Small Talk at people :) 
It was my boss’ birthday party last night. We went to a Power Ballad night at the 
Ritz. It was... an experience. Things were drunk. 
Apr 18 2:02pm 
Oh DUH of course! Am silly. And a bit overexcited. My friend says the ritz is 
TERRIBLE. Hope the drink disguised that. What’s the best conversation you’ve had 
so far? Often I find small talk v difficult bec it’s so mundane. 
Apr 18 2:05pm 
The best conversation is ours of course. I think it’s okay to be mundane. 
What’s the most mundane thing you can think of? 
Apr 18 2:17pm 
Hmmm well talking about the weather is obvs super boring but actually I really 
enjoy it. Mostly I find mum conversations about children stuff super boring - unless 
I initiate them, which is usually bec there’s something I’m finding difficult/stressful. 
What do you find mundane/boring to talk about? Are they actually the same thing? 
Apr 18 2:20pm 
I must agree about the weather thing, but I am enjoying giving my feet an airing 
wearing sandals today. I don’t have children, so I am yet to be involved in high 
amount of conversations about them. I always find the ’I was so drunk last night’ 
conversations pretty boring. I reckon mundane and boring are quite different. I 
would find a conversation about celery boring, but you can’t really say that would 
be a mundane conversation... 
Apr 18 2:30pm 
Yep can’t remember the last time I had a conversation about being drunk, that’s an 
advantage I suppose. I actually used to have a lot of conversations about celery, for 
the odd reason that there was a porny postcard artist in the 50s who did images of 
pin-ups revealing their stocking tops in accidental ways, and ALL of them for 
inexplicable reasons were carrying celery. For another friend, celery became a 
feminism battleground bec it’s a zero-calorie food. Oh no! I’m making you have a 
conversation about celery! Hope it’s not boring... 
Apr 18 2:51pm 
Well I can’t say this celery conversation is boring or mudane. They are 
facts/information that I will carry with me to inform my next celery conversation. I 
Although to give celery it’s due, it makes soup taste GREAT! I remember my 
Grandad growing celery and eating it straight from the ground (after a swill under 
the tap) Do you have a celery related memory?  
Apr 18 2:59pm 
Oh I absolutely hated celery until a couple of years ago and still struggle with it 
cooked. There’s a traditional cypriot dish - parents from Cyprus - made with a root 
veg similar to a yam plus celery and tomato, proper peasant food, and I would 
HATE it when we went to my granny’s and that was what she’d cooked. What are 
your best and worst family dishes? I love talking about food. 
Apr 18 3:14pm 
Oooh that sounds lovely to me. Very fresh. My mum makes a great pizza, although 
it is not in any way a traditional method. She lets the dough rise for ages so it is 
really thick, and makes her own tomato sauce. I try to re-create but have been 
unsucessful so far... My Granny also made the best yorkshire puddings, with crispy 
bottoms. The worst thing was curried eggs if we were having people over and mum 
made a buffet. BLUGH! I love talking about food too. I am currently trying to grow 
radishes and carrots in my back yard. What was your favourite meal growing up? 
Do you grow any veg? 
Apr 18 3:24pm 
Oh god I love Yorkshire puds. I find questions about what’s your favourite x really 
difficult, my kids ask them all the time, they’re really concerned with things being 
ranked, I think it’s to do with a desire to make sense of the world through 
categorisation (which I guess carries on and on, even when we know it’s quite 
detrimental). Also, I’m rubbish at remembering stuff from childhood. As a young 
teen I loved meatballs (not filth!!) and was "vegetarian" for a year before I 
managed to give them up. What’s something you’ve given up that has been hard? 
Re veg growing, I’m v v bad at it but like growing tomatoes to eat fried green ones 
and courgettes to get the flowers. Always wish I were better at gardening. What’s 
something you do but wish you were better at? 
Apr 18 3:35pm 
I remember me and my sister asking my Grandma and Grandad who they liked best. 
It is strange the things that you get hung up on as a kid. I think the plethora of 
exams we have to do from a young age don’t help the situation either. I am a 
veggie! And I love veggie meatballs! (Usually supermarket own brands are the most 
tasty.) Giving up bacon was pretty hard actually. It’s the smell. Lovely! I grew some 
tomatos last year, I had too many plants though and couldn’t eat the quick enough 
so some went to waste...I wish I was better at singing. My partner is really great, 
and I wish we could do a cheesey duet together but I just haven’t got the skills. 
What would you say you were good at? What do you enjoy doing? 
Apr 18 3:52pm 
A friend asked her daughter to order who she loved most and was mortified when 
she ranked lower than dad AND teddy!! I love singing and dancing but am not half 
as good as I’d like at either of them, also love making clothes but haven’t the 
patience to do it well, always wanted to be in a band but similar problem of not 
giving time necessary to getting good at it. Feel like a failure all the time!! Which is 
quite odd to talk about with a stranger. But I think that’s what I like about this 
project and the (possible) thinking behind it: what does our strangeness open up? 
Apr 18 4:11pm 
Oh dear, I’m not suprised she was mortified! Note: Never ask my future child where 
I rank on the love stakes. Did you ever have singing or dancing lessons? I used to 
have dancing lessons, but hated doing ballet because it meant that I missed 
saturday lunch at my grannies which was egg and chips! Food again! What clothes 
have you made? I have just learnt to crochet, and am in the process of making a 
cardigan, but I have missed and gained some stitches so it is a bit wonky! I would 
love to be in a band too. I was thinking about it on the train this morning. I am sure 
there are things that you are very good at that maybe you don’t even realise! I am 
glad you like this project. I am very much enjoying talking to you. What do you 
spend most of your time doing? 
Apr 18 4:53pm 
Also do you have any clothes making tips? 
Apr 18 4:53pm 
Ah I remember being really angry about going to Greek school on Saturday 
morning, whined about it so much stopped going and now can’t have a 
conversation with m granny. I really should learn. Am gearing up to learn crochet - 
can knit though, all my jumpers are a bit wonky too! I spend almost all my time 
writing, except when I’m being mum/working. I’m trying to balance things better 
though: I’ve gotten back into sewing lately - need new clothes and refuse to buy! 
Making tips: do a course! I love adult ed courses. What do you spend most of your 
time on? How typical is it of your art making? 
Apr 18 5:22pm 
I would love to learn another launguage. I always feel really ignorant when I go 
abroad and everyone can speak English. I highly recomend crochet, it’s very 
soothing. I find knitting a bit clunky as my hands are pretty small for the big 
needles. What homemade item do you wear the most? What sort of writting do you 
do? Why would you rather make your clothes than buy them? I am looking forward 
to the sense of acheivement I will (hopefully) feel when I wear my cardigan for the 
first time. Oh really, I might check out the courses around my local area then! I am 
spending too much time at home in the minute, pottering around, thinking too 
much. Which is great, but I am looking forward to a busier work schedule over the 
summer season! Sorry, do you mean how often do I make art? 
Apr 18 5:43pm 
It has been lovely chatting with you. Thank you for taking part in our Small Talk 
experiment. If you have any thoughts or feedback please email 
isthissmalltalk@gmail.com. Have a lovely evening. 
Apr 18 6:15pm 
Final instalment! I have some homemade skirts I wear all the time. I write about 
theatre. I’m really fussy about clothes, always want natural fibres, struggle to find 
stuff that fits, and hate the prices! I write about theatre! I’ll let you know when I 
write about this. It’s been a joy: thank you x 




SMALL TALK FINAL 
TRANSCRIPT #054 
Hey 
May 08 9:53pm 
How you doing? 
May 08 9:54pm 
Has it been a bright day or dark? 
May 08 9:55pm 
Murky Id say.... Likeeee.... October... 
May 08 10:05pm 
Are you wishing Summer away? 
May 08 10:06pm 
Or do you think we did that yesterday? 
May 08 10:09pm 
I think wish isn’t the word... I think we miss summer.... And most of life 
hoping to reach some sort of euphoric future plateau... I wish summer would 
stick around... 
I would spend less on energy... :) 
May 08 10:12pm 
I drop down in the winter. Fall a little, and in the dark struggle some to 
power through. I think I’d like more Summer. But you’re right - we can aim 
too high and too hard for something we probably don’t need.  
What should I wish for? 
May 08 10:14pm 
What do you wish for? 
May 08 10:24pm 
We can aim too high and too hard for perhaps what we already have. The 
smallest seemingly insignificant thing can hold a world of beauty and peace... 
To slow down and "live" is what I wish for...  
But again is wish the word... Wish sound like a word of U likely aspiration... 
As if only magic could provide the outcome we seek 
May 08 10:51pm 
Yup. I wish for magic. Or at least awe? 
Maybe we’ve traded that for an iPhone  
The world in a drop of rain, eh? Feel tendrils fly from this machine to all of 
everyone I know, touch base and connect. But to live slower don’t seem to 
be a decent aspiration no more. Should be tho. (lets take a break from the 
rest). 
To grasp stillness, what’d you do? 
May 08 10:55pm 
I get out of town... I purposefully walk slow... I look at something small... I 
hear what’s around me... 
 
I always think... There are so many people, in so many job, with bosses 
pushing for more and more outputs, to make stuff, mainly cheaper, 
"sometimes" better.... Always faster... 
But why? 
I deleted facebook from my phone last week... I don’t need to know about 
everyone’s day all the time. I don’t want to feel compelled to check everyone 
and everything all the time in case I miss something. I want to live, and see, 
and hear... And not synthetically... Unless I’m escaping into space to fire 
lasers at pirates in order to escape reality for a brief stint 
May 09 9:13am 
Hello again! I hope you had a good sleep (or if you didn’t that you had a 
brilliant and epic time out). 
I like your stillness plans. I have so many opportunities to get out of my 
various ruts but its scary how infrequently I take them. Out of town simply 
isn’t that far away but I can’t remember the last time I was there. I think I’m 
going to change. 
Yes! The hectic buzz of increasing productivity; it takes it out on the meat 
that’s being grinded. Doesn’t it feel like we’re back in the industrial 
revolution? But with flat screen TVs and better plumbing. 
I’m conflicted with social media. I take the high horse and claim not to be 
addicted, in fact even ’knowing’ about the stresses and strains of constant 
updating. Yet it is a constant intteruption. It’s not a binary, it’s not all cat 
pictures, strident outbursts and ’look at me’s; sometimes we all need a cat 
pic. (I know I did yesterday morning). 
Which space pirate laser game do you like the best? 
May 09 10:07am 
Our access to information and tools to measure has made it easier to 
seemingly objectify everything... Which is good... But not so when the 
process robs us of what (in my opinion) makes us human... The ability to do 
more than just provide informative responses, carry out physical functions... 
Which is just instruction and implementation... Computers can do that... And 
while I am a biological computer, I have the capacity for creativity... And I 
like to use it...  
In terms of blowing spaceships up in space... There is a game called "EvE" 
which I quite like...  
Facebook... To maintain a relationship with something, there must be a need 
of: 
Positive gain 
Avoiding positive loss 
Avoiding negative gain 
If u were to leave facebook today, what do u think might happen? It’s only 
been here a few years anyway...? What happened in the world before it... 
Before the Big Bang was there more time? Lol... 
May 09 10:26am 
Yes. I think the objectification thing is a big element in all this. We’re 
dehumanising each other as everything becomes a commodity (especially as 
the most obviously measurable judgement of value comes from financial 
value). Nuance is difficult with databases and algorythm.  
As you say, tho’ - we are at the very begining. Toddler steps.  
I wonder if those who’ve played massive online games (EvE, WoW etc); might 
be slightly ahead of the curve? Although theres always the horror stories in 
those enviromnetns too! 
Leaving FB today would mean that some folks would slip out of my grasp. Is 
this important or necessary? I don’t know. There’s a desire to hold 
everything; perhaps this is unnatural - or a step on the path as we grow up? 
As a player, do you see any parallels with gaming community and the 
enveloping social medias? 
May 09 11:17am 
Efficiency... We can of course be much more efficient but do we "need" to 
be?  
The quickest thing we can judge about a person is their appearance. We 
think it tells us so much... So our appearance has become an ever more 
"important" uniform. But that’s like trying to make a PC case look as 
wonderful as possible... Perhaps in the hope that no one will turn it on... To 
discover it’s actually windows 3.11 
We don’t have time to build internal substance when we are trying to 
maintain a flawless exterior... But then if everyone else is doing the same 
does it really matter... Will anyone ever have the time to scratch below the 
surface, turn on the machine, find out what’s within?  
Holding all the information? I would like an implant... That would 
background stream all the data I want into me head... But then do I need it 
all?  
Sometimes I think about simple strategy games... And the basics... Food, 
shelter... And we have now invented all these other things which we are told 
we need, which we don’t need... Unless we need to keep up... But what are 
we keeping up with? Who is the identical haircut uniform for? Who is the 
"phrase" of the moment for...  
Regarding online games, WoW... It may as well be facebook... It doesn’t 
function the same way... You display of superiority is in what your gear looks 
like, or in EvE the size of your ship.  
I think facebook has more ability to be a threaten for ourselves. We get to 
decide on the set, props, we edit...  
We choose what others see and try to paint our lives in the most idyllic light... 
And of course all we see of other people is their idyllic lives... And we feel 
pressured to make our lives more idyllic... We are on the constant obsession 
of marketing ourselves.... But why? And for who? And for what? 
May 09 3:06pm 
Yes. We certainly perform ourselves in particular ways within particular 
media. There is a fragmentation of ourselves, I think. We also build our own 
selves and the various images of ourselves broadly without community 
guidance (as we grow); and with precious little support as we live. The 
questions you ask above are spot on. How did we get our social/cultural 
values so skewed? 
May 09 3:43pm 
2.make biased or distorted in a way that is regarded as inaccurate, unfair, or 
misleading. 
"the curriculum is skewed towards the practical subjects" 
May 09 4:14pm 
Is that 2 of 2? 
May 09 4:18pm 
In my little opinion 
May 09 4:18pm 
Ha! Do we gauge our opinions on size? 
May 09 4:20pm 
Well that’s subjective... I don’t believe in right and wrong... Just subjective 
opinion... 
However I do agree that I don’t think the current aims of especially western 
society are ideal... 
Image costs. And the image is made up of more than physical objects, 
accessories and clothes... It is also the lifestyle that goes with the image. All 
these things cost... They are products of the economy, and thus provide 
momentum and sustainability of the consumerist cycle...  
And so all the images are reinforced in TV, film, music... And then there 
becomes a hierarchy of those who try to adopt that which has been 
temptingly constructed for them... And of course we all want our bite of the 
cherry. Competition spawns and of we merrily go in a constant drive to best 
imagine the image handed to us by all the external sources to ourselves that 
there are... 
May 09 4:24pm 
Cmd///delete ’little’/end of line 
May 09 4:24pm 
Although I suppose different peoples opinions carry different degrees of 
gravity, dependant on power and influence... And of course the audience 
May 09 4:25pm 
Yes that push towards STEM is a powerful incentive to know your place  No 
creativity it fun for you, there won’t be a job in that 
May 09 4:38pm 
I think I may have misunderstood that message? 
May 09 5:23pm 
Oh sorry. It was referring to your earlier missive about the curriculum 
May 09 8:46pm 
I really lobed your rant after that  
May 09 8:47pm 
LOVED! 
May 09 8:47pm 
Are u secretly a Ferengi? Despondent with the rules of acquisition? (Lobe 
reference) lol 
May 09 8:48pm 
Ha! I mean I think I’ve seen stuff (I’ve seen things you wouldn’t believe) but 
I’d not have got the Ferengi 
May 09 8:49pm 
Reference 
May 09 8:50pm 
What would I not believe... I may? Try me...  
Did I make a missive about the curriculum? 
May 09 8:52pm 
You know... I had rather a lame experience today... I went shopping for a 
new bag... And despite having loads of disposable income this month... And I 
do have a fair bit in savings... I was like... What am I going 
To do with it all? I can’t buy time, friends, love, happiness 
May 09 8:55pm 
And those are the things I want 
May 09 8:55pm 
Will they fit in the bag  
May 09 8:56pm 
They may... As I suspect the number of suitable candidates will be small lol 
May 09 8:59pm 
I feel a little trapped, by the ideal image of a species working to achieve a 
happy equilibrium with each other... Thinking in heuristic way, but quickly... 
And to have people that can see conventions, analyse them... And then make 
choices 
May 09 9:01pm 
I intend to do most of the music for it too... 
May 09 9:07pm 
Ha! I’d like to listen to that music. Would it be like Godspeed? Like Mahler? 
Like DJ Shadow? Like the music at the end of time? 
May 09 9:16pm 
Mainly piano... That’s my main instrument 
May 09 9:18pm 
Do you play a real piano? I have a 25 key Akai thing. 
May 09 9:19pm 
:) 
May 09 9:21pm 
I have a piano, a clarinet, accordion, violin, guitar and I soon plan to add to 
the collection a guzheng 
May 09 9:21pm 
Bloody hell! That’s pretty amazing. How are you on each? 
May 09 9:21pm 
I want to create a dance piece... Two actually... I saw a piece last night which 
led me to your piece...  
The first piece is called 10 beautiful things 
The second is to do with social conditioning...  
There will be the sound of rain, wind, nature, people just being people... And 
then the lights may dim with a closing speech... 
May 09 9:22pm 
Violin, lame... 
May 09 9:22pm 
Guitar, better than lame 
May 09 9:22pm 
I could be better technically 
May 09 9:23pm 
And piano... I think I’m ok... :) 
May 09 9:23pm 
Accordion and clarinet... Goo dish 
May 09 9:24pm 
Wow. That’s quite a vision. I would counsel you to go in with the feels and 
the emotions - and a sketch of what you’ve just described. The work with the 
people you want to make it with to synergeticaly build the piece. Forge a 
company of folk with a common visio! 
May 09 9:25pm 
Sadly I’m a full time employment <elided> who does not possess a studio... I 
expect it will be a solo piece at least to start 
May 09 9:33pm 
Ish 
May 09 9:34pm 
Ha! We perhaps you should think about scheduling  
May 09 9:35pm 
Start using my studio at the gym... Record music at home... Take it with me... 
Start choreographing... 
May 09 9:36pm 
perhaps :) 
May 09 9:36pm 
Goodish* 
May 09 9:38pm 
Think and write every day. 
May 09 9:43pm 
Work with some dance folk. Meet some dance folk. Figure out a way to work. 
Make work. 
May 09 9:44pm 
This is true... 
May 09 9:51pm 
It’s just doing it though 
May 09 9:53pm 
Ha! Don’t imagine the hurdle before it’s in front of you  
May 09 10:16pm 
I suppose this is about investment and risk... Putting in time to anything 
where the outcome is based on a long term investment introduces risk, as 
you then have to factor in that the outcome is likely to balance out or exceed 
the initial investment.  
That doesn’t have to be financial, but as you mentioned much earlier, it 
often is the focal point... 
May 10 1:33pm 
(hi again) 
Yes. There is an element of risk. However, it’s also framed as the risk of the 
ventre’s success. In art (as in so manythings) failure can be unexpected, 
rewarding and send you on a new path of discovery. It’s the process, the 
doing of a thing, not the particular performance which is the most fulfilling 
outcome. 
Do you find that with music? 
May 10 6:33pm 
With art and dance, I do enjoy doing it at the time... If it isn’t "work"... But 
when it comes to performance... If I’m not happy with the performance... I 
get a bit upset. I do want the outcome to be good.  
I suppose though each piece of work, each performance... Does provide its 
own feedback ... 
But I would like a piece that I am happy with... Like food. I love to cook. And 
when the food is good, I almost disassociate myself from it and then sit back 
and appreciate my own work. The same with art... 
May 10 8:03pm 
Yup. I totally get that about wanting your stuff to be good. Its hard won, the 
peak of a mountain, eh? I think I’m so stupidly precious about what I make 
that it can stop me from working at all. So not allown ing myself to fail stalls 
the making process. I guess that’s what I mean about having a precise vision 
of something before the work has begun. 
May 10 8:14pm 
Or at least part of the problem for me! 
May 10 8:15pm 
How do you start a making process? 
May 10 8:19pm 
I just have an idea, a value... Something I want to say... 
May 10 8:48pm 
And then the ideas just come to me 
May 10 8:48pm 
Like... If I want to do a talk about something... I just go... 
May 10 8:49pm 
Where to go on holiday... Whether to go on holiday... I will be going alone 
wherever o go 
May 10 9:14pm 
Sounds like you’re very at ease with your creative process! That’s certainly 
something to be proud of. 
What kinds of things do you talk about when you do a talk? 
May 10 9:40pm 
The last one I did was about relationships. A break down of the word... And 
then the addition of labels to relationships to explore what that means 
May 10 9:43pm 
Were there lots of post-its?  
May 10 9:50pm 
(didn’t mean to make that sound tooooo flippant!) 
May 10 10:13pm 
Erm... Sort of... They were actually pieces of card hung on string 
May 10 10:51pm 
I didn’t quite make the point I wanted to make 
May 10 10:51pm 
I think I spend a lot of time thinking about what I want something to be like, 
and not enough time discovering what it should be like. I’m trying to figure 
out ways to fast prototype performance work (or any type of work really). 
Continuous creation, ebrasing failure as a discovery process and as part of 
whatever it is I’m making (or is being made whilst I bumble around  
May 10 10:57pm 
Thanks for taking part in my Small Talk experiment. It’s been great to chat, 
really enjoyed our conversation. If you have any thoughts or feedback you 
could text  
May 12 11:32am 
Oh well that’s sad :(  
 
Feedback: 
It was really interesting to have a conversation with a random person about 
such stimulating stuff with no idea where it was going. 
I particularly enjoyed spotting common social reflexes that I would normally 
think to employ... Namely that due to normally speaking to gay men, and 
being gay, there is often the consideration of whether I find them attractive, 
and a tendency to flirt. 
On this occasion as I know not the sex, age, appearance or sexual orientation 
of the individual in question, the focus became instead the dialogue which 
was very enriching for me and a nice way for me to reflect on my tendencies 
and the possibilities if I avoid those automatic approaches. 
I am intrigued of course to know who you are! But I suppose that will remain 
a mystery?!  
Kind regards and thank you for having me take part,  
P 
May 12 12:59pm 
That is brilliant. Thank you so much for both being involved but also for 
giving such speedy and eloquent feedback. 
May 12 2:49pm 
  
SMALL TALK FINAL 
TRANSCRIPT #992 
20 May 07:34 pm 
SMALL TALK 
20 May 08:51 pm 
Hello. This is Small Talk. Have you been enjoying the weather today? 
21 May 12:38 am 
Hello. Not specifically enjoying the weather. But it made for pleasant views 
on my journey. Have you? 
21 May 07:15 am 
I like rainfall. Mainly on the outside though - perhaps through a window! Like 
on a train, or from a balcony. Yesterday I found myself caught up in it, a slow 
drenching making its way through all the chinks in the wet weather ware! Ick. 
Where were you travelling from?  
21 May 09:45 am 
I like rain in glass houses too. I travelled by train from london where we sat 
in the shed enjoying the rain until it got too cold. Sounds like you need to re 
waterproof your wet weather gear. X 
21 May 10:58 am 
Yup. There’s something splendid about rain and storm through glass. Did 
you come up for anything in particular? Or was it just for the shed sitting :-)  
I’d have recommended something to warm yourself, like a nice rum or one 
of those hand warming things that you take camping. Oh, I’d chosen the 
wrong bloody gear - thinking it would be all bright and dandy. Still, it’s all 
fine now. Skin is good at drying out. Are you back in London now? 
21 May 02:33 pm 
London was the trip. Manchester’s home i’m back now. I went to get my 
fingerprints taken for my russian visa but it was really disappointing and 
electronic no ink. I hope you’re wearing suitable sunny clothes today.  
21 May 02:36 pm 
Russia? That sounds exciting, and - well - possibly tempestuous? I suspect 
I’m falling for all kinds of media hype saying that. NO ink, eh? Does it feel 
weird that your fingertips have been digitised and are now out in the world? 
I’m out in a bit, and am contemplating SHORTS. This may be a step too 
far,but I can feel the heat on my face throug the  window - so may take the 
gamble. What are you planning to do in Russia? 
21 May 08:47 pm 
Let’s talk about small talk. So far it’s been a some text messages with a 
stranger mostly about the weather. Why?  
21 May 09:53 pm 
Good question. I suppose small talk usually starts with the weather, or things 
that are easy and common - which might be sports, simple likes and dislikes. 
I’m curious about the medium. I use text messages all the time, and I’m sure 
you do too. What is and isn’t said with the text alone? What do we add in to 
the mix? I don’t know you at all (nor you me), so where might this go? 
21 May 10:02 pm 
That’s what i’m starting to wonder.  Where’s it going? I do use texts all the 
time, but rarely as a first contact. I don’t type words to strangers usually. I’ll 
speak to them and by the time we’re texting we’re not  strangers. First small 
talk via text is strange 
21 May 10:21 pm 
Very true! But texting is only around 20 years old. And pretty much everyone 
in the(western ) world having a mobile probably much less. We don’t talk to 
strangers much by text (perhaps mostly when dating?). Its a relative new 
way of communicating, one that I use to talk to acquaintances, friends, work 
colleagues, lovers, automated services and my parents. Such a range!  
21 May 10:59 pm 
Have you seen the film Her? I don’t like how similar this feels to that. You 
could be a computer programmed to generate responses that i would like.  
Kind of like artificial anti loneliness software. There’s no human connection 
with texts. They are surface messages not human contat.  
21 May 11:46 pm 
Ah. I haven’t seen Her yet, but I’d like to. I also missed Ex Machina (?) at the 
cinema. Of course this could be some kind of Turing machine experiment, 
and I suppose simply telling you it isn’t won’t prove it :-) I agree that text 
messages have very little contect, and certainly not much in the way of 
inflection or context. But I’d argue they don’t have to be surface. Certainly 
they aren’t between me and my fiance - but this is most likley due to the 
immense amount of emoution and data that already links us. My inquiry 
here is what happens if that kind of envelope isn’t there at all? (also, why 
would they be responses yu would like ;-) 
22 May 01:03 am 
Boy or girl? 
22 May 09:12 am 
I’m going to guess your a boy.  
22 May 10:25 am 
And you? 
22 May 10:56 am 
Of course I’ll tell you, but I’d ask what is the main reason you woudl like that 
question answered? (and you never said if my guess was right :-) 
22 May 08:15 pm 
I guess it doesn’t matter. I was telling my friend about small talk last night. 
We spoke about it for ages. We wondered if we could tell gender simply 
through text messages. You can’t ;)  
22 May 09:50 pm 
I was just wondering if our chat had come to an end, I looked down at the 
phone (which I hadn’t picked up all day) and there was a winking white light! 
Hello again. I love that you talked about it for ages. Won’t you let me know 
what you said? You appear to have come to the conclusion that you can’t tell 
much through text. Is it because it’s so low bandwidth? Is it because it’s so 
easy to lie? If you can’t tell gender, can you tell orientation, race, age? (If I 
drop in a reference to watching Star Wars in the cinema, or still thinking the 
West Wing is the best TV ever made - can you tell my age now?). What other 
conclusions did you come to? 
22 May 10:38 pm 
Martin sheen for president!! CJ is my idol.  
22 May 10:52 pm 
Ha! Well it is the very best. Don’t you wish that Bartlet was president! I 
wonder if the days when the advisors to the great and good actually knew 
stuff and that politicians actually listened to them! 
23 May 06:20 pm 
Did we decide what genders we are yet? 
23 May 06:25 pm 
What gender are you? 
23 May 06:32 pm 
I’m male. Any further ambiguity would probably have gotten irritating. 
amiright? 
23 May 06:33 pm 
Earlier I thought you were, too. Was I right? 
23 May 06:34 pm 
No. You were wrong. I’m not good at texting. Its my birthday party today. 
We’re having a bbq in rusholme. come? 
23 May 06:35 pm 
Ha! Ok, I conceed your earlier point - clearly we can’t tell gender at all 
through text. 
23 May 06:36 pm 
I’d adore to come to a BBQ in Rusholme but I’m surrounded by books and 
papers and am constantly failing to write. Distractions are not my friends. 
(Neither are deadlines) 
23 May 06:37 pm 
Haha. Your fiance,’s welcome. Xx 
23 May 06:37 pm 
Happy Birthdy, tho! I hope your BBQ is splendid.(as the anonymity fades) 
23 May 06:38 pm 
So I know you (or at least you know me), and I’ve read back the last few texts, 
and I know you’re female ... 
23 May 06:39 pm 
*thinks* 
23 May 06:39 pm 
Can I have another clue? 
23 May 06:40 pm 
It’s blue up there in the sky. Looks perfect for a BBQ. I can smell the sizzle. 
Are you going to operate the BBQ? Will you use highly flamible liquids to 
make it burn? 
23 May 06:43 pm 
I’m not operating it it’s flowing. Food is being eaten it is good.  
23 May 06:45 pm 
What’s it like? Describe it. 
23 May 06:46 pm 
No i’m here present. Not going to text about it. Wanna know. Be there. 
23 May 06:49 pm 
Oh well. I’m going to have to not know then :-) Hope you’re having a brilliant 
time. 
24 May 09:36 am 
Its an odd one and a half way street. You know me (or enough if me to know 
I’m engaged) I suppose in this convo its like being at a party. Chatting to 
someone whilst all the while trying desperately to remember their name. 
Although without booze, distractions and those cheese and pineapple sticks. 
25 May 06:18 pm 
So how did the writing go? 
26 May 10:59 am 
Very slowly. I’m having to really immerse myself and think a lot. MY brain 
hurts. How did the BBQ go? 
26 May 12:41 pm 
The bbq was beautiful but i’ve just said goodbye to my boyfriend and my 
friend and am feeling grey like the sky. What are you writing? 
26 May 12:43 pm 
I’m writing about this. Well, about the making of connections and meaning at 
a distance. Through SMS (like this). Are you grey because the other people 
have left? 
26 May 12:44 pm 
What for? Where else did you advertise small talk? Will you reference our 
conversation? Yes. And the sun isn’t shining. And its time to think about 
work. And clean myself and the house and my mind.  
26 May 12:46 pm 
For my thesis. I’ve advertised Small Talk in a number of locations (Salford, 
Manchester, Preston) and in a variety of ways (poster, audio, business card). 
I may reference this conversation, but without its phone number or any 
distinguishing marks. I might ask you to feedback or comment, too! I wish I 
could clean my mind. A nice refreshing shower just underneath the brain 
pan would be great right now. 
26 May 01:04 pm 
I feel like i’ve been giving you my feedback throughout. But i’ll answer more. 
Sometimes magic mushrooms make you feel like your brain has been bathed 
and you feel clean afterwards. Well, someone described that to me. I can 
relate.  
26 May 01:12 pm 
Yes, you certainly have. Sometimes abruptly :-) It’s really important (for me) 
to constantly question what this is about. What’s happening in my 
(unwashed) head, and how that reacts to yours. Of course, we’re now quite 
imbalanced, ’cause I think you know me and I still havent quite figured out 
who you are. I’ve had mushrooms before, not in any great quantities tho’. I 
don’t think they ever made me feel like my brain was cleaned! 
26 May 02:47 pm 
I don’t feel like i know you any more than you know me now. What more 
would you like to know?  Did you notice that you read my texts differently 
when you knew my gender? I apply a different reading to yours now i know 
your male which is odd. I don’t think gender matter particularly... 
26 May 02:59 pm 
Oh. From things I inferred from the texts you sent earlier I had come to the 
conclusion that you were someone I know in the face-to-face. Is that not the 
case?  I suppose what I mean there, is that if you do indeed know physicaly 
who I am 
 then thats’ the imbalance I am imagining. However, if I’ve misjudghed that 
and in fact you don’t know who I am then I guess that colours me confused :-
) I believe that we surround the text messages with meaning culled from 
other sources (every text from a lover, co-worker,  family member or friend 
is surrounded by this knowledge). 
26 May 02:59 pm 
I think gender is very important, but also that it is performed. So that within 
the constraints of this low bandwidth apparatus we are performing tiny 
versions of ourselves. 
26 May 03:14 pm 
So assuming we don’t know much about each other. Why not share some 
information. Name some music you couldn’t be without: I’ll start: Eric Satie’s 
Gnossiens (but not much else), The Smiths Hand in Glove, some 
65daysofstatic, erm. Jimi Hendrix  
26 May 03:15 pm 
I don’t know who you are. Now i wonder if I do!!! Maybe we infer meaning, 
but we edit, rewrite and reread texts before we send them, we as more 
selective than i think we are in person.  
26 May 03:20 pm 
Definitely. We curate ourselves.  
26 May 03:22 pm 
Mantra music. The beatles. Joni mitchell. I would like to by Rusted Root.  
26 May 03:23 pm 
Helter Skelter? or Love me Do 
26 May 03:26 pm 
I find texting on this particular phone frustrating. Its a nokia 30something 
with push buttons. Texting takes time and i cant scroll through past 
messages easily. I presume you have a touch screen as you reply fast. 
Norwegian wood 
26 May 03:27 pm 
Well I salue your texting with such a lowly phone! (I’m listening to Send Me 
On My Way by Rusted Root now. I don’t think its anything like I expected!). 
Oh I do like Norwegian Wood, and Strawberry Fields. A bit of Eleanor Rigby 
(but not too often) I’d forgotten abou thte frustrations of using a simple 
phne. Like not being able to see the conversation as a conversation. 
26 May 03:29 pm 
You have to dance around the room waving your hands over your head 
26 May 03:29 pm 
Ha! YES you do! I am doin gthat now! Genuine LOL.  
26 May 03:30 pm 
Its different. I was without a phone for 2 weeks before i got this. It was super 
liberating.  
26 May 03:30 pm 
I’m almost crying. 
26 May 03:30 pm 
With joy? 
26 May 03:31 pm 
Yeah. I’m realising that I loose focus when I’ve got all these distractions. I 
mean I already knew that I suppose, but I’m damned good at tricking myself. 
(distractions of twitter, fb, all those things that come with a smart phone) Oh 
yeah! With loads of joy. (I’ve just started laughing again remembering it) I’m 
adding this to my mental joyful playlist 
26 May 04:52 pm 
You’re welcome. You’re in control of those distractions but its a pretty 
crippling addiction we all have to constant communication at the minute. So 
tell me stranger whose writing a phd, what are you hoping to get out of your 
time on this earth?  
26 May 05:36 pm 
That’s a huge question, innit. One I probably should have some stock answer 
to. Make things good for my family and friends. Improve the lot of the world 
in numerous small ways (probably quite localised ones). Funny. As I write 
these into this phone they seem to be all about other people! I wish to have 
joy, love and respect. I wish to enjoy the love and respect of others. Oh, and 
a decent gaming pc :-) What about you? 
26 May 08:03 pm 
To live with love. To embrace the weeds. To step foot on every continent 
maybe even country. To be honest. To love. Love. And love. 
26 May 08:11 pm 
That’s quite beautiful. I love (!) that we both converge on LOVE. Big, complex, 
surging, sometimes debilitating, heart exploding and naturally utterly 
undefinable thing that it is. That’s twice today I’ve felt a surge of joy from a 
text :-) Every country’s a hard task! I met a guy onece who’d been to every 
country (203?) he was from Liverpool and I think a talk about it is on the TED 
talks website! I think he did it almost entirely without using aeroplanes, too. 
Weeds are just flowers given a bad name. 
27 May 11:15 am 
Morning.  
27 May 01:27 pm 
Afternoon 
27 May 01:45 pm 
Time slip. Thank you for talking with me. I hope you enjoyed our exchange. 
I’ll be thinking of dances to unknown music and embracing the weeds :-) 
30 May 04:43 pm 
You can call me al is also a cracker. You should listen to it a few times learn 
it a bit then sing it loud during your morning shower. 
30 May 04:45 pm 
Ha! I’ll practice. May I ask what your memory of this conversation is likely to 
be? 
30 May 05:22 pm 
I’m still a bit confused by it. I make small talk all day long and barely get to 
text or connect with the people i love.... I question the point of this remote 
interaction with a stranger. Why? I still can’t figure it out. Or why i continue 
to engage with it... But i am engaged. And was wondering if you were going 
to text again.  
30 May 05:26 pm 
It also makes me think about our inability to be alone. I think we have an 
addiction to communication in this society. Millions of people alone with a 
smart phone asking cyber space to love them. Xxx What will you memory of 
this conversation be? Xx 
30 May 07:53 pm 
I do welcome confusion and engagement. I know I feel both of them when 
I’m involved with this project. The way our last conversation felt like it tailed 
off (which I began to take as the end of it), was certainly punctuated by my 
looking at the phone to see if the I’ve got a new text message light was 
flashing. (earlier in the week it was, but it was 3 telling me my bill was ready). 
We do seem to cultivate busy-ness and also be very curious in socially 
chatting with others (these two together are bound to cause trouble, right). 
When I started this process I was wondering how it would work, thikning that 
in social media situations there is a far larger audience to the chat (facebook, 
twitter etc); so I imagined people would be less likely to want to chat to an 
individual; especially in a way that offers no secondary audience. Alhtough it 
could be a kind of reclaiming of private chat in what is I suppose a fairly 
secure place. We are unikley to be overheard? Is that something? I agree 
about our inability to be alone. Especially with all the networks at our 
fingertips it’s pretty hard to duck out and even be alone. DO you miss being 
alone? You said you have a basic phone at the moment. Is that an active 
choice? Even wihtout a smartphone, do you have a computer or tablet to be 
connected? 
31 May 01:56 pm 
Hmmm. I do yoga and mediate alone to reclaim my space. I like taking train 
and busy journies without a smart phone i can see the world.  I’m busy and 
can’t always be bothered to text. Doesn’t mean i don’t want to. Its just not 
my most natural communication medium. Especially with this phone. I have 
a laptop and am on facebook. I rarely chat on it though. I’ve never used a 
dating site. This is the longest most detailed text i’ve ever had with a 
stranger. I’m a theatre director studying an ma at the moment. I’m 
interested in ideas about performance...i’m curious about this. 
31 May 05:04 pm 
I very much like your phrase ’without a smart phone I can see the world’ - I 
suspect the main lure of connected devices is their shallow assertion that 
they bring the world to you. Its only when the world comes clamouring in 
that it becomes white noise! Going without reclaims the universe of our eyes 
and ears (and lets us set the pace again?).  Thanks for talking, I hope I didn’t 
give any kind of impression that you wernt being punctual enough in your 
replies! I’m.finding it really interesting how the gaps in conversation work. 
How easy it isto slip back into the conversation (like a good book!). Before 
this project I’m not sure I ever had a conversation with a stranger by text! Do 
you ever pick up a conversation on FB with strangers or friends once 
removed? I don’t think I cab remember doing that. Pretty much everyone I 
know on FB are people I’ve met.I would love to know your ideas on how this 
relates to performance (both of self and within performanxe/theatre 
studies)  
31 May 10:14 pm 
How many people have responded to small talk? 
31 May 10:17 pm 
In terms of performativity i think written message is really interesting. I 
always rephrase or at least we get a lot longer to consider our words than 
when we are speaking... Messages are completely constructed... When a 
friend is starting to date someone and we all talk about what to write back... 
How many kisses etc. Its fun and completely performed. The least 
spontaneous impulsive or genuine form of communication. 
31 May 10:38 pm 
I think there is something about it being constructed that’s interesting and 
unique to all users (and I think this also has something to do with age, or 
perhaps age of adoption of the tech ology). Its fun, too! Odd that we 
construct these messages in much the way you describe (how many kisses, 
how long to leave between texts), but to what audience. Which is especially 
interesting in this project :-) 
31 May 10:40 pm 
In total over the past 9 months I’ve done this project in different forms 
probably about 100 people? Some only for one text, others tens or hundreds. 
In one version (run over 6 hours I exchanged 1200 texts with 54 individuals.  
31 May 10:44 pm 
What a fast thumb you have. 
31 May 10:45 pm 
This conversation is, I think, the longest in number of words - and the only 
time I’ve had a conversation that lasted for more than a day. 
01 Jun 08:40 am 
Haha yeah, as my boyfriend said, this is no longer small talk. Its  pretty big 
talk. 
01 Jun 08:45 am 
Big talk in a small window :-) 
01 Jun 08:45 am 
I taught at a school in india for a while. The students have phones and 
facebook. They all speak tamil, which has its own script, but as these devices 
mainly use english alphabets the kids write tamil using english, spelling 
things phonetically and creating a new text only language that the adults 
can’t decipher.   
01 Jun 08:48 am 
That is brillant. Did you hear about the Mosquito? This was the high pitched 
sound that only young folks could hear - used to make an irritating sound 
inthe shopping mall to deter young teens from hanging around. Some of 
them made it into a ringtone so they could text in class without the teacher 
know ing ! There’s disruption for you.  
01 Jun 08:56 am 
Young people are arguably better at having fun with these things. Have you 
only done small talk with adults? 
01 Jun 09:04 am 
In terms of it being a theatrical  performance... Perhaps it isn’t. I believe we 
need a performer and a spectator. I’m not spectating i’m participating, but in 
such a way that i have equal control to you. For a while you thought i knew 
more of you than you did of me. I haven’t got the sense that you are leading 
this, or that there’s a narrative or journey you’ve constructed, it seems open, 
you’ll follow my lead in the conversation. So its two equal individuals 
engaged in dialogue with no public audience. It certainly engages with ideas 
about performativity and constructed selves. But i’m not convinced its 
theatre. 
01 Jun 09:20 am 
I’ve never really known what age groups have taken part. The locations the 
number has been in would suggest a majority are adults, but I never really 
know I take your point about a theatrical ’leading on’ which hasn’t really 
been part of this process. There’s little frame for it at the moment, and to be 
honest I struggle to set out the parameters to even start that joiurney.  
(Which is not to say it hasn’t been tried). I am intersted to see if the 
spectator / performer axis flips during this two and fro’ - our day-to-day 
engagement with performing through social media gives a wider audience 
than ever before. The equality of purpose gives risk and reward, and also 
can uncover ways I think about interactions (how my own bias might work). 
I’m also somewhat fighting with the presenting of theatrical language and 
’style’ (broad  I know!) wihtin the confines of messaging. I.e. Descriptive 
texts, branching narrative that is in of itself on rails.  
01 Jun 09:57 am 
This morning i woke up in a small shepherds shack on a farm. I could hear 
the geese clucking to be fed. Me and my man were all tangled up with a 
double sleeping bag that was partly zipped apart.  I had time to feed the 
baby goats bottle milk before running for the bus. Manchester is busy noisy 
traffic queues people heads bowed eyes down rushing.  I’ve got to go home 
quick give a presentation at uni cycle to work then go to my friends tonight.  
I can’t wait for us to start our own farm....but probably then i’ll really miss 
being busy in the city. 
01 Jun 01:24 pm 
I started the day with the sun streaming through the blinds, there’s never 
enough black out - so I rise with the sun (or sleep over in the grey). I hear 
the sounds of traffic, and wonder how we ever sleep. Up and showered, 
needle points of hot wet piercing the fog of nearly sleep. Slip into lycra-tight 
cyclewear and ZOOOOOOOM. Through the streets of the city, angled round 
corners that hold within them the opportunity for speed and impact. Out of 
breath split time reads 7 minutes. Not the best. Time to fold into work. (I go 
inside, out of the light, and wonder how much time I’ll spend there today).  
02 Jun 10:51 The entire time the sun shone I was in a room without windows. 
On the journey back home the rain licked my face and ever so slightly 
blurred my vision. Cycling through a city it’s clear that everything is 
constructed (by design or accident), placed here or there - even trees and 
other greenery - except the weeds which grow hunch-back  until they 
become too high to ignore. I’m starting to realise I stay in the city all the 
time (I love the city), I don’t know why I never really think to escape. It’s easy 
to get in a rut, eh? What rut would you want to get out of? 
02 Jun 01:19 pm 
I don’t feel i’m in a rut. I’m always on the go. I work freelance and part time. 
I’m going to russia to direct two shows soon. I plan to leave manc when my 
degree finishes.  I suppose what i want a ’rut’, or stability or a home really.  
moving onto the farm is a step towards us achieving our dream. But 
realistically that won’t happen for five years or more.  So now i want to see 
and do all the things i imagine i’ll want to have done when we’re busy with 
our own baby goats. Writing that text made me feel really positive about my 
life. Thank you.  
02 Jun 03:32 pm 
Thank you for writing it to me (and by implication to you). Like you, I don’t 
feel I am ever in a rut; I keep busy with many projects and they are 
sufficuently varied and stimulating to make me really love what I do (and 
that those around me do, too).(Although I’m not so sure I would extend that 
joy to my accademic writing which still has to be wrung from me like a 
screaming parasite) What I certainly don’t do, though, is to step outside of 
my self-made-rut. The rut of comfort and already understood challenges. I 
think I’ve busied myself so much that I don’t have to take a step outside and 
look hard at what I’m doing. (I would claim not to have time!). It’s a little 
scary to dream then. Or at least to dream about attainable things. I am very 
impressed that you have plans and ideas of what and how you want to 
navigate life and the next few years. It makes me think I should be talking 
with my fiance about such things as baby goats, and not brush those things 
aside. Thank you. 
03 Jun 08:41 pm 
Right now I can hear the peel of church bells, I am assuming they come from 
the Cathederal (as I think that’s the closest place of worship that I associate 
with bell ringing). The sound is coloured with shouts from the road, birdsong 
and a Peter Broderick song that has started to play. It’s still bright out, the 
window is open and I can feel the breeze on my feet. I *think* that’s the 
sound of a plane overhead.  
04 Jun 10:17 am 
I can hear birdsong the coo coo that you only hear in england.  I’m holding 
tea too hot to drink.  Steam in my face. I suspect i’ve made a mistake and 
used earl grey.  Morning Yoga made me aware of tension behind my right 
shoulder. Soft ache. Mindfull moans. It is earl grey. But its ok. Embrace the 
weeds. Excited by the sunshine. Ready to go out and grab the day with two 
fist fulls of life. 
04 Jun 12:02 pm 
So I’ve been out around town, looked in on a business I sometimes work for 
and fixed a thing but mainly chatted. Trying to justify being away from the 
hot workbench of creativity that is supposedly fueling my writing. (or at least 
facilitiating it). I’m going to cycle over to the library to get out another book 
I’ll probbly put in the bookshelf next to my desk. I get a smal rush of 
accomplishment at stocking the shelves with words (although I am getting 
better at lifting out at least a smal amount of meaning). Cloud-whisps lay 
light in the sky and I can see a helicopter circling far enough away I can’t 
hear it.A dog is barking. It doesn’t interrupt the birds. The sssshhhhh of the 
cars sounds a little like wind.  
04 Jun 02:05 pm 
Reading on journeys is a great way to do it. A small pocket of time to digest 
ideas.  I can’t work at home. I also can’t really work from time to time.  I 
need to eat sleep and breathe something in a horrible 2 week hermacy to 
deliver any thing i’m happy with.  I’m impressed with anyone who’s taken 
the phd plunge. I don’t think it’ll be for me. 
04 Jun 04:40 pm 
I’ve been listening to podcasts and recordings whilst cycling about. It feels 
realy edifying, but there’s no opportunity take a note on the bike :-) I’ve 
managed to convert one room into an office that is sufficiently immersive 
(surrounded by books, papers and stationery) that it actually encourages 
work rather than finger twiddling. I’m actually right now in the eat, sleep 
and breath stage - and feeling halfway between becoming and falling. Small 
breaks are welcome, and in fact the library visit was not completely a 
distraction - I have actually done some valid reading (Peggy Phelan’s 
Unmarked). I can’t help but wonder what I’m doing with the PhD almost all 
the time. But in fact, some of the reading today helped!  (In that it codified 
doubt as an inevitable :-). I suspect that my biggest problem with the 
academic writing is that it is academic :-) I’ve just thought this convo has all 
pointed back at me again, and It’s all a bit angsty and self-involved. How has 
your week been? Was the tea the right choice in the end? How is the city and 
the country? Are the weeds tended, just so? 
04 Jun 08:35 pm 
All of these texts have been about your phd.   
I’ve concluded that people care more about texts when they are starting to 
date someone. Tonight i am exhausted. Already horizontal.  No time to go to 
the farm this week. He’s there and i wish i was too. Perhaps my last message 
was a little harsh? I didn’t mean it to be. I meant i don’t mind that these 
texts have been about a phd or a performance or whatever. Its cool. I won’t 
text if i don’t want to. 
05 Jun 11:20 am 
Hey there. I hope you’re less exhausted now, and that missing the farm 
wasn’t to sad-making. I didn’t think your response was that harsh. In fact it’s 
clearer and clearer to me that we project stuff onto these small exchanges of 
words. Even our own texts once written and sent are re-imagined by us (the 
author!).  Its challenging and intersting to take part in a conversation where 
so little (well nothing really) is known in advance, how much is guessed at, 
what we give away and how comfortable we end up chattering. I’m certainly 
enjoying talking with you. It’s interesting when you say folks care more abut 
text when they are starting to date - this might be a particularly charged 
example (dating) of an otherwise social desire: one which doesn’t get picked 
up on much as people rarely do so much *discovery* by text in friendships?  
05 Jun 06:01 pm 
In my experience, no one ever talks about their text messages apart from my 
girl friends when dating. My housemate is being particularly obsessive right 
now about texts, which i don’t fully understand.  But in our other 
relationships text is usually a form of short communication and for me tends 
to be facilitating an actual meeting. We don’t consider them too carefully, or 
i don’t usually, unless we fancy someone. And yes i see what you’re saying. 
All of the interactions with someone we are attracted to are charged so it 
figures texts would be more difficult to construct. As can spoken sentences if 
you are shy!! 
05 Jun 07:42 pm 
I think I reference texts when talking to others, but in amongst conversation 
that references ’oh someone tweeted this’ or ’did you see that FaceBook 
comment’. In fact when I come to think about it, its more common to talk 
about SMS when its been deemed a slight or out of character, and the 
conversation is about interpretation! Perhaps that’s where the whole dating 
thing is relevant, you might pour over a text to try and discover meaning 
(meaning that was quite possibly not intended at all).  
I think a lot of folks use text for triangulating and logistics. Short messages 
like you say. However, I know increasingly large numbers of people (mainly 
friends who are younger than me) who would rather have an extensive 
conversation by text than answer the phone. That could just be my annoying 
phone manner tho :-) 
I’m wondering about shyness and construction of text messages? Is it easier 
to make yourself ’heard’ by text, if you can construct and reconstruct the 
sentence? Or is it just as hard? The ’volume’ of a text is prtty much the same 
for everyone (BAR SHOUTING) so maybe it’s easier to make a point. Depends 
how muych self-censorship goes on, I guess. When we generated more 
complex prose to describe what we were doing and how we felta bout it, that 
felt a little more transformative (away from the short form hello). I think I 
actually wrote more fluidly than when I’m trying to construct a comment on 
what you just said! 
05 Jun 08:49 pm 
I think social media has given shy people a platform they never had before. 
Not just shy but also those society ignores. Perhaps text gives the same 
voice. You’ll have to ask a shy person. I don’t suppose many shy people will 
have text small talk.  
05 Jun 09:01 pm 
I would agree that there is the possiblity of platform for the shy (or at least 
less overly dramatic) within the promise of Social Media - but then there 
seems to be a combination of an imense pressure of (e.g. gender normative) 
conformity, and easy (and at times violent) untamed mechanisms for bully-
boy retaliation. I’m wondering if this kind of text messaging contains less 
intrinsic risk? So might be an easier platform. Although I’m not so sure a shy 
person would automatically see it that way (and I’m wary of characterising 
’shy people’ as a heterogenous group, too :-) Certainly mass communication 
has given opportunities to organise and find ways to develop social/group 
cohesion over distance. It promises arab spring and occupy, but delivers 
facebook and google+. Your dissertation sounds very interesting (and 
unbeliveably relevant). Did you see the Contact produced performance 
Crystal Kisses? Of course there’s also been RItes and Nirbhya recently in 
Manchester - I’m not sure if they played outside a theatre or in anything 
other than a theatrical context.  
08 Jun 09:14 am 
Long walk home from my best friends house this morning. Right side of my 
nose and head throbbing slightly.  Bright sunshine bouncing off cars making 
me squint.  I move at a different pace to these busy manchester morning 
bees.  Got a full fat day of working life ahead of me. Tonight i make theatre.  
I’ve performed at contact before.  I saw rites and nirbyaha at edinburgh. It’s 
disgusting gender based violence continues to be relevant. Makes the 
sunshine less sweet. 
08 Jun 03:32 pm 
Was that an indulgent throbbing from the nights play? Or morning 
’orriblebness? I was up early (6.am) as I’d been for the past few days - 
working at a conference so nasty early hours (and late nights). I *did* love 
the morning sunshine. Glorious through the blinds that don’t quite black out 
the room :-) I used to have some ace clip-on sunglasses, but no more. Now 
i’m routinely blinded by the sun! Need to source some cool prescription 
sunnies. I was walking back from the conference centre a couple of days ago 
and Could Not Believe how busy the town was, how much bustle, make-up 
and glamour. Then it came to me: I’d done another working day on a 
Saturday. Doh! A nod and a hollar of theatre blessing (of the Break a Leg 
sort) for tonight. I’ve not been to the Edge before! *heads off to google* 
08 Jun 03:37 pm 
It’s a constant amazement to me how far we seem to have come as a species, 
yet we are so utterly shit to each other based on seemingly arbritrary 
attribues. So good at breaking each other. 
09 Jun 01:29 pm 
I run a weekly drama club for young people with down’s syndrome. Its 
always loads of fun. One of my favourite jobs. We’re doing pirates and sea 
caves and mermaids and monsters. Something i’ve noticed during our 
conversation is the space text give you to construct responses. When talking, 
conversations can go off on tangents, some threads are unfinished. Although 
having conversations whilst taking acid was completely different.  Ideas 
became much more tangible. There is distance between messages and i can 
complete and rephrase responses without being interrupted. I don’t feel like 
i have to answer every question, i don’t have to respond. The final point 
probably has more to do with the fact that i don’t know you.  If my mum text 
with a question i’d feel a greater pressure to reply. 
09 Jun 04:52 pm 
Pirates and sea caves, mermaids and monsters sounds brilliant. Living in the 
city I meet folks who are going to or doing these kinds of things a lot, 
especially in the last decade or so. I grew up in small town England and don’t 
remember there being much creative activity going on. I’ve always been shy, 
and its taken me years to be get to a place where I’m not crippled by self-
doubt and unbelievable over-thinking. I suppose i’m thinking about what ifs; 
I’m not sure where I got it from, but I’m frequently afraid of doing things 
wrong. In one version, I attribute this to the type of education I went through 
(right and wrong answers, very little grey area, creativity not associated with 
success). I’m always excited by ways people can come together and build 
things (without being knockd down). Don’t know were that micro rant came 
from! I noticed the finishing of unfinished threads the last time I made this 
project; when you’re reading the reply it sometimes feels like you build a 
bullet list in your head and simply go through one by one. Other times, 
things get missed. I know a few times before I’ve systematically answered 
everything because I thought it woudl be impolite not to :-) 
11 Jun 01:09 pm 
(I would note that if you met me I don’t really fulful the archetype of 
’shyness’. If there’s folks around me I know already I’m a mighty 
overdramatist and (seeming) extrovert. It’s with people I don’t know I 
collapse - I thnk that was the subconsious reasoning around this project!) 
12 Jun 12:00 am 
I’m leaving for russia next week. Would you like to meet before i go?  
12 Jun 10:06 am 
Yes i think I would like that. 
